WASHINGTON STATE CHILD HEALTH AND SAFETY ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING

MINUTES FOR FRIDAY, AUGUST 17, 2007                            RECORDER: CATHE PAUL
PRESENT: Kari Fisher, Laura Body, Danette Glassy, Teresa Cooper, Ruth McDougall, Teresa Borchardt, Anne Curtis, Catherine Paul, Peggy King, Deanna Houck, Suzanne Kohaya, Martin Maimon, Robin Laurence
	TOPIC
	DISCUSSION
	ACTION/DECISION

	Introduction/Welcome: Deanna Houck
Minutes: Deanna Houck

Sponsorship of Committee

Election of co-chairs

LHJ Child Care Websites

HCCW Update: Teresa Cooper

Mental Health Position paper

DOH Immunization Program: Ruth McDougall

Roundtable

Family, Friends and Neighbor Care: Paula Steinke, Project Manager, CCR


	There is interested in having the H & S Advisory Committee sponsored by both DEL and DOH.  Cathe Paul suggested that the committee as a Health and Safety Advisory Committee should keep it’s association with DOH and have a representative from DEL as stated in the charter. Ruth McDougall suggested the origins of the committee should be considered. It was originally a subcommittee of the state Child Care Coordinating Committee.
Due to the low attendance at this meeting, Deanna suggested there be a discussion via the list serve regarding members who are interested in co-chairing the committee with a vote at the November meeting. Deanna stated she would be willing to continue as a co-chair. Cathe Paul suggested that the two co-chairs come from two different health departments and ideally two different areas of the state.

HCCW was very successful. Theresa received much positive feedback. Those who attended from First Steps were pleased with the presentations. Other agencies such as Head Start and ECEAP have contacted Theresa to discuss collaborating for the next conference. 

Theresa has a job opening at DOH for an IT person to assist her with managing the data base.
Contracts with consulting agencies will expire June 30th. ORS contract will not be renewed. Theresa is considering contracting with consultants to provide support for Childcare Health Consultants. Some at meeting suggested using Childcare Health Consultants working in other LHJs to provide training/mentoring for newly hired consultants. 

The HCCW report for April 2006 – March 2007 is available for review.  Social/Emotional encounters have increased. Communicable Disease encounters are still the most frequently reported encounter. Group discussed why social/emotional encounters are not the most frequent. Peggy King suggested that this may be due to the population. Most behavior issues happen with 3-5 year olds who are not covered by grant. 

Theresa discussed lack of Infant Nurse Consultants in state. Group discussed ways to connect with private Infant Nurse Consultants throughout state. It was suggested that we try to identify these nurses and offer them resources. Group discussed ways to identify who these nurses are.   

Theresa also passed around a list of Children’s books which deal with Mental, Physical and Oral Health compiled by Betsy Zoladz, Student Intern from UW. If interested in a copy contact Theresa.

Discussed NAEYC certification.  NAEYC considering adding playground inspection to the certification process.  Theresa has information for CCHCs interested in becoming Certified Playground Safety Inspectors. Nicole DeFrank and Micha Horn from Snohomish County have gone through the training and are certified. They can be contacted if anyone is interested in speaking with them regarding the course.

Deanna asked members to volunteer to work on the mental health paper.  Anne Curtis will chair workgroup with Theresa Cooper and Cathe Paul.  Lenore Rubin, Child Psychologist will consult with the group. 

Child Profile Guide is now offered in several more languages. It can be accessed through the website.

The State Board of Health Technical Advisory Group is considering requiring PCV7 for children in childcare. It will be discussed at the next meeting in October. She expects it will be approved. DOH is considering requiring it by December 2008. Ruth is asking for input from members regarding implementation. The vaccine has been offered for the past 6 years. She is unsure of the rationale behind the December date. It may be due to the fiscal calendar. However, she would appreciate member’s comments in writing.   Ruth informed group the CIS form will soon be revised to include the following:

1) Add pnumococcal vaccine

2) Will be changed to landscape

3) The back of the CIS will have space for immunity information and list of abbreviations for various vaccines.

4) Exemptions will be on a separate piece of paper. (This is to reduce the ease of signing the exemption. Washington State has the highest rate of exemption in the country.)

Ruth stated that they are trying to get more medical providers and health agencies to use the registry to add children’s immunizations.  Head Start and ECEAP will have access to the registry.   As of July 07 TDaP is a requirement for all children entering 6th grade.  There is some difficulty with medical providers complying with this requirement.

Group discussed difficulty in having CIS form completed for children attending childcare. It is mandated by WAC. However, compliance is not monitored or enforced consistently. 

Kari Fisher stated nurses are reporting that some centers are not progressing infants between 6-12 months from soft to solid foods. They are then remaining in the infant room longer than 12 months. Other members of the group reported parents requesting soft foods to avoid choking.  Group needs to discuss this with local WIC and pediatricians to make sure the message regarding the importance of progressing to solid foods is getting out to parents. Some suggested this may be an issue of practicality. It takes more time to prepare and offer solid foods and therefore parents are asking that this be served in childcare as well.
Danette Glassy reported that in Europe formula companies are promoting “Toddler Formula” rather than whole milk. A few members reported seeing this in their counties. 

Carrie also reported that the Farm Bill will be decided on in Congress by the end of September. There is concern over the lack of promotion of fresh fruits and vegetables to be required by the USDA

Theresa Borchardt reported that Bates Technical College Early Learning Center has 2 new sites. The REGIO philosophy is being incorporated at her agency.

Anne Curtis reported that Sea/King has moved to a new location: 2124 Fourth Ave., Seattle, WA 98121.   They have a new supervisor, Cathy Fritz who is from Spokane. She began work June 1st.  They are developing an on-line HIV/BBP training that will be available to providers soon. 

Snohomish Health District is no longer using the name Partners in Childcare. The new name is Childcare Health Consultation Program.  They have a new medical director, Gary Goldbaum. They are in the process of hiring two new PHNs.

Suzanne Kohaya reported that ECEAP is expanding and recently hired more Health Coordinators

Washington State Food and Nutrition Council will have it’s conference, “The Year of Eating Dangerously” September 28th. A few of the topics to be covered are: Children and Weight and The High Cost of Eating Healthy. The co-authors of Plenty will be speaking about their book which talks about eating locally..

Paula shared statistics with group including: approximately ½ million children age 0-12 are cared for by Family Friends and Neighbors and that the majority of these children are ages 0-2.  18% of the children cared for have special needs.  

Characteristics of the providers: 

     - 6% are licensed

     -615 have had no formal training

     -overall they report wanting support

     -most are unpaid

     -their #1 interest is in school  
      readiness

Seattle King County CCR/FFN program is focusing on reaching out to these providers to help connect them to community organizations and provide training. Much of this is being done through Play and Learn Groups which have been established throughout the county. (approximately 55 groups supported by 20 different organizations). Facilitators are hired by the organization to support the providers helping them to connect with community organizations, model appropriate social emotional development practices and offer assistance in developing curriculums for the providers to use in their homes.
	Minutes approved as written.
Group agreed to keep sponsorship with DOH and not ask for joint sponsorship with DEL.  It was agreed that a DEL representation is important to the group.

Teresa Cooper will contact DEL and see about representation.
All those present agreed.  Deanna will send out an e-mail asking for nominations/interest in serving as co-chair, etc.
Deanna will send out an e-mail to committee members asking them to send their website addresses to establish a LHJ child care website directory.

Teresa will contact other states to se how they develop data bases for private Infant Nurse Consultants.

Deanna will send e-mail to list serve asking them for any contact information they have about private consultants in their area.

Deanna will send out a request for others interested in being part of the committee.

Send comments directly to Ruth McDougall at DEH
Question has been posed on HCCW list serve.
For more information access www.wsfnc.org
More information can be obtained by contacting Paula at Steinke@childcare.org
NEXT MEETING; Friday, November 16, 2007
Location to be determined.




