Southwest Child Care Consortium Meeting

Thursday, January 15, 2008

Thurston county Health Department
Present:
Yvette Edwards (Seattle-King), Stacey Gregory (Cowlitz), Sylvia Fish (Clark), Carol Carver (St. James Family Center), Ann Marzano (Grays Harbor), Diane Crabtree (Mason), Jeni Nybo (Tacoma-Pierce), Felecia Waddleton-Willis and Mark Kastenbaum (DEL), Tory Clarke-Henderson (DOH)

Special Guests: Teresa Cooper and Lam Alex Cooper made a cameo appearance. Lam charmed us and won our hearts with his winning smile and keen interest in Yvette’s dog (woof). 

Welcome, Introductions

Agency Updates

     Tory Clarke-Henderson

· Provided an introduction and overview of Project LAUNCH (Linking Actions for Unmet Needs in Children’s Health). The focus of this projects is to promote wellness of young children Birth to 8 years of age by addressing the physical, emotional, social and behavioral aspects of their development. The expected results are for children to be thriving in safe, supportive environments and entering school ready to learn and able to succeed. 

· Tory also shared information about the upcoming: Northwest Children’s Environmental Health Forum-October 1-3, 2009 in Tukwila, Washington. For more information, please go to www.washington.chenw.org
     Mark Kastenbaum and Felecia Waddleton-Willis

· Karen Tvedt has been named as the interim director. 
· There is a request to add a background check specialist for child care licensing. 
· Health Specialists were recently reclassified to Health Advisor/Consultants. It is expected they may retain some regulatory authority as well as be more consultative in their work with child care programs. Health specialists are currently shadowing licensors to support their understanding of health and safety issues.
· Pierce County has recently hired a new licensing supervisor. Cammey Rocco. Pierce County is also in the process of interviewing for a child care center licensor position. 
· Felecia Waddleton-Willis continues her work with the Governors Council: Interagency Council for Health Disparities. To learn more about the important work this council is doing, or to participate, please go to www.healthequity.wa.gov
Agency Updates 

Ann Marzano

· Seeing a decrease in services for child care providers since Child Care Resource and Referral left the county. Her sense that child care providers are not taking classes, because they are not offered locally. 

· Ordered 2nd hand smoke materials to start outreach with child care programs.  
     Carol Carver 

· Obtained a grant for ECEAP and community from the Health Care Institute Training. The very successful program “What to do when your child gets sick” was presented to 60 participants, and child care was offered to 50 children. The purpose of this program is to teach people to use the book. The grant requires 3 monthly follow-up contacts to ask people if they have used the book. The goal is to reduce unnecessary medical visits and to provide parents with the information needed to care for their children and recognize when medical visits are necessary.

     Stacey Gregory (Cowlitz)

· Welcome Stacey! 

· Stacey has been going out with Sylvia. She has contracted with 2 child care programs and is becoming more familiar with HCCW.

     Sylvia Fish (Clark)

· What to do about asthma has been a big focus recently. There are 3 home child child care associations in Clark County, where she presented asthma training. The feedback was very positive.

· She has a center with 17 children who have Epi-Pens!

· Providers have expressed an interest in developing their own “SEEDS of Success” quality assurance for their county. The first step they identified is to go to kindergarten classes in their area to learn about how they define readiness. 

· The title of the brochure Jeni referred to is: “Healthy Happy an Learning Child Birth to Kindergarten Learn how benchmarks can help us as we care for young children” I do not have the publication number, but the contact person is Jennifer Jenning-Schaefer (360) 725-4423. 

Yvette Edwards (Seattle-King)

· Lots of changes happening at Seattle-King County. One example is: Immunization program is now offered at only 4 sites at specified hours. 
· Shared resources included the refrigerator temp log and stand up diapering. 

· There appears to be ongoing confusion among providers about the annual Bloodborne Pathogens Exposure Control Plan review that is required by Washington State Department of Labor and Industries. It may be helpful to review WAC 296-823. 

Diane Crabtree (Mason)

· Flooding at a child care program-she will pass this information to the licensor.  

· Recently completed a mailing to child care programs with the content focused on: Children with Special Health Care Needs and Immunizations.

· Recently completed training: Understanding Children’s Behavior. 

· Completed observation of child behavior at 2 sites. 

· Increased blood lead level in a child. Outcome unknown.

Jeni Nybo
· In 2008, consultants were asked by their managers to complete immunization assessments at the centers where they have monthly contracts. The results reflected a need for education and support to organize, manage and maintain. She developed a self-study module and conducted a focus group-directors preferred the in-person presentation. They also said a training certificate that linked with licensing may be helpful. The next step is to revise the training with focus group feedback and new immunization form/requirement information.
· Please share the Seattle-King County Behavior Health Handbook when it becomes available. 
Next Meeting

· Mark your calendars for April 16, 2009.

· We will meet at DOH. Exact location and parking pass will be coming in the future.

· Lori Zumwalt will distribute agenda ideas. Thank you Lori!

· Jeni will present her immunization training.

Here’s what we have said we want to talk about

· Activities/motivations for inside/outside with kids

· ERNEE study presentation

· Carol Miller (DOH) Autism tracking group

· Children’s legislative issues

· Tobacco cessation and child care
